Bandonbridge N.S.
December Newsletter
Parent Association Christmas Fundraising
Our School Calendar sales are going well so far. If you have not got yours yet, please send €10
per calendar in a sealed envelope to school. Do not miss out on this lovely Christmas gift for
friends and family. As we speak, there are school calendars being sent all across Europe to
grandparents and relatives. Imagine looking back on it in 10 years’ time when your child is
grown up – oh the happy memories!
The Parent Association hope to purchase two new picnic benches for the school, along with
some maths equipment. A donation of €100 was made towards Bandon’s Christmas lights. A
donation will also be made to Aid Bandon Children who support families who need a little extra
help this Christmas.
Thank you to the parents who made the school twinkle this year and brought some festive
visitors to the school.

Welcome Back/Best Wishes
We are thrilled to have Ms. O’Neill back at the helm in 6th class.
Ms. Willis will be taking maternity leave after Christmas, but we are delighted that Ms.
O’Driscoll, who has been supporting teaching and learning in 1st class since September, will
take over teaching duties from January 6th. We wish Ms. Willis every blessing during her leave of
absence.

Christmas Activities
The children are busy putting together Christmas performances for our end of term “show”. I
have been privileged to have seen one or two being filmed and you are all in for a treat on the
22nd. The boys and girls will watch the show in school in the morning, and I will be sending out a
link to parents to watch at home.
Christmas gifts
We know that some parents like to give the teachers a little gift at Christmas but please know
that this is not expected or necessary. It has been a challenging year for many families, and we
realise that Christmas can be a financially difficult time. There are many wonderful charitable
organisations which would benefit from your support if you would like to make a donation, in
lieu of a teacher’s gift.
Pupil absences
Please continue to phone, text, or email the school if your child is going to be absent from school.
You cannot register the reason for absences on Aladdin on the morning of an absence until the
class teacher has completed roll call. It is fine to do this later in the day or on the pupil’s return
to school.
School bills
We will be issuing bills for book rental, copybooks and other stationery, art, and craft costs etc.
in the new year. These bills will be issued via Aladdin and should be paid using the Aladdin app
when you receive notification. This will make it easier for parents/guardians to pay bills and for
the school to process payments. In the interest of transparency and to conform to new
accounting requirements by the government, itemised bills, rather than the €60 charge in
September as in previous years, will be the norm from now on.
Enrolment 2021
Application packs for enrolment in August 2021 will be sent out on January 11th 2021 to
anyone who has completed a Notification of Intention to Apply form. If you are interested in
applying for a place in our school next autumn or you know someone who is interested in
enrolment in Bandonbridge N.S. please click on the link to this form on the Home page of the
school website www.bandonbridgens.net and complete the online NOITA.
Please read our Admissions Policy, Ethos Statement, Ethos and Religious Education in Church of
Ireland School, Code of Behaviour and Data Protection Policy which can be found in the School
Information section of our website.
For further information please contact the office: bandonbridgeoffice@gmail.com or
0858590506.
Christmas Holidays
School closes at 12:00 on Tuesday 22nd December for the Christmas holidays. The school buses
have been informed of the closing time.
Thank you to all the parents/guardians and children who have responded so well to the
challenges of the first term back at school. The Board of Management and staff wish you all a
happy, healthy and blessed Christmas and we look forward to welcoming the children back on
January 6th for the new school term.

